
Kitty Swanson’s bridge

This walk is a circular walk and takes around 3 hours to walk it. It is in the main fairly 
flat with just a few inclines. En-route through the walk there is plenty to see such as 
various birdlife, Roe deer, otters and my beloved beavers. So keep your eyes peeled and 
you may also be lucky in seeing the superb kingfisher.

Starting from the Wellmeadow, 

Make your way down Commercial Street past the Angus Hotel on your left and Tesco on 
your right,

Travel down Welton Road until you come to “Keyline”, opposite that there is a wee set 
of steps that are on the left hand side of the road. Go down them and follow the old road



 

After a hundred yds or so, there is another set of steps to your left. Go down them and 
you can walk along the river edge for a bit. 

 

Follow the path and look for another set of steps that take you back onto the Welton 
Road.

 

Follow the road for approximately ¾ mile and you will come across a finger post sign 
pointing you to the left. Follow this and you will enter a field through a wee gate. 
Immediately through the gate you will see an information board that is worth the reading



 

From here it is just a case of following the track. We eventually rejoin the river after a 
mile or so, and it is here you may catch a view of some Roe or even the beaver if you are 
lucky and are there at the right time of day (dusk and dawn) so tred quietly and keep a 
sharp look out. 

 



Another wonderful animal you may encounter is the Otter; as there are a few of these 
wonderful animals along the length of the river.

The trail is well marked as you go along it and there is generally a wonderful show of 
birds

  
Great tit                                Sandpiper                              Buzzard

Finger posts mark your way



Continue along the route and you will come to another set of steps. These lead you up 
onto the highest part of the walk, though it isn’t any great climb to be honest.

Once up, it is a relatively short stroll to the bridge, but look out on your left as you pass 
the wee copse of trees. Woodpeckers are there in abundance but you may have to be 
patient to see one. Warblers of all types are fairly easy to see though, and with their 
wonderful song it certainly lifts the spirits.

  
Greater spotted Woodpecker                        Willow Warbler

Once at the bridge, if you have a dog, please put it on a leash as the next wee section 
generally has sheep. The bridge itself is a nice spot to sit and have a cuppa and a wee bite
to eat.



Kitty Swanson’s bridge

From here, follow the finger posts to the left and head upstream. Keep a wee look out on 
the banking as you go, as there is a lot of evidence of beavers feeding.

 
Recently beaver chewed tree                           Beaver feeding station

The white sticks on the picture on the right are a sure sign that the beaver is using this 
area as a feeding station. Even though the beavers take down the trees, these re-grow into 
a stronger and sturdier plant.



Beaver chewed Willow. This plant has been coppiced many times by the beaver and as you can see it re-
grows thicker. This in turn provides habitat for invertebrates which in turn are preyed upon by other

predators such as fish, birds animals etc. This also allows light into the riparian edge, encouraging flowers
and the like to grow which is brilliant for pollinators such as bees and butterflies

So, we continue our journey upstream and the views of the river and Strathmore are truly 
lovely

The beautiful River Ericht

Continue along the river until you cross the lade, and meet the main road and the finger 
post pointing you to the left.



 .
From here it is a leisurely wander back into town which should take you no more than 40 
mins. This route takes you through Davie Park and the old boating pond.
It is lovely to see the new ducklings in the spring time.

Mallard ducklings

Once at the Davie Park it is only a 5 minute wander back to the town. I hope you can take
the time to travel this walk as it is one that I love, purely because it takes me past my 
beavers.


